374               THE  COLLECTED WORKS  OF MAHATMA  GANDHI

they will have to suffer in future. This is my belief too. Those
who do not adopt swadeshi fully will certainly be left behind.
The appeal is a long one. I have only mentioned the central idea.
I have not considered it necessary to publish the whole of it as
the other arguments advanced in it are well-known.

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 30-10-1921

160.   LETTER TO MIAN MOHAMMED HAJI
JAN MOHAMMED CHOTANI

October 31, 1921

DEAR  CHOTANI MIAN,

I thank you for your letter offering one lakh spinning-wheels.
I am sure that the fact of your very liberal donation will strike
the imagination of India and particularly the Mussulmans. In
forwarding your letter to the Bombay Provincial Congress Com-
mittee I shall ask the Secretaries to bear in mind your desire that
the members of the Maiman Community should receive preference.
I do not know whether you have fixed any particular sum in your
own mind that you wish to devote for the purpose, for experience
teaches me that a cheap spinning-wheel in time becomes an expen-
sive wheel. A good wheel, substantial and heavy, will not cost
less than six rupees. If, therefore^ you do not want to make so
large a donation I would suggest your reducing the number of
charkhas. And I would also suggest you not using the whole of
the amount you may wish to devote so much for spinning as for
paying a somewhat higher rate to the poor women for the yarn
that they might spin and .for engaging a special staff for doing
the work. This will enable you to use your donation practically
under your supervision and in the most economical manner as is
being done in Kathiawar. Of course, I venture to send you these
observations for your guidance. The merit of your act is in no
way affected by them.

Tours sincerely)

M. K. GANDHI
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